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Amendiaents to the Claiiiis: 

Please anienct ciaims 13 aiid 1547 as indicated below. 

This listing of claims wUI replace all priqr versions^ and lisfingSj of elaims in the application:: 

ListiiiH ol Claims 
Claims 1-6 (Ganeeled) 

Claim 7 (previously presented): A control circuit for an electromagnetic operating mechani^m^ the 
control cireiiit comprising: 
a timer; 

a first electronic switching device including a voltage fblloTiTCr and incl^ a first output 
connected in series with an operating coil of the eleatromagnetie operating mechanism, the first 
electronic $witching device being coiiiigufed to activate foir a duration of a pickup pliase of the 
eleetromagnelie operating mechanism after a control voltage has been applied via the timer; 

a second electronic switehing device including a switcWng pa^^^ connected in series with tlie 
operating coil, the second electronic switching device being turned on while tiie control voltage is 
presi^nt; 

a rectifier circuit connected to a control input, the recttfier circuit including a second output 
and being configured to supply a smoothed operating voltage at the second output; 

a step-down DC voltage converter connected downstream of the rectifier Gireuit, the step- 
down DC voltage converter including a third output and being configured to siipply a smoothed 
holding voltage at the third output; arid 

a voltage source contrQllable by the timer and configured to activate the first eleGtronjc 
switching device by a pickup voltage; 

wherein: 

the timer is activatable by a ramping up of the operating voltage; 
tlie operating coil and the switching path of the second electronic s witching device 
form a series circuit connected to the first Qirtfait;- 
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the series circuit aiid the first deetroijic svritehing tfevice are suppiiable wife tb^ 
aperatirig voltage:; and 

the third output, the first output, and a control input of the second electronic 
switching device are interconnected, the third outputbeing iiiterconnected via a forward biased 
isolation diode. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The control circuit as recited in ciaim 7 wherein the 
eleetromagnetic switehing; device includes an operating mechanism. 

Glaim 9 {previously presented): The control circuit as recited in daim 7 wherein the tiiner includes 
an integrating RC element. 

Claim 10 (previonsly presented): The contrGl circtirt as recited iii olairri 7 whereift the timer 
includes a diiierentiating RC element. 

Claim I I (previonsly presented): The control circuit as recited in claim 9 wherein the RC element 
is eorri bitted with a vpltage--limiting device. 

Claim 12 (previously presented): The control circuit as recited in claim 10 wherein the RC element 
is combined with a voltage-limiting device. 

Glaim 13 (cmTently amended): The control eircidt as recited in claim 7 wherein the voltage soprce 
inchides a; voltaj^e-^limiting eitcuit and a tl^^^ an input side, the vpltage-limitiiig 

circuit being snppiied with the opemting voltage a^ having a fourth output operatively corinected 
to a switching path of a the threshol d circuit, the input side of the thresho Id circtiit being connected 
to tile timei ^0n :' an4nput sid e the r e o f . 
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Glaim 14 (previGUsiy presented): The cpntrol circuit as reGited in cl^iim 7 jferther comprising a free>- 



Claini 15 (currently amended): The control circuit as recited in claim 9 wherein the voltage source 
includes a voltage-limiting eircuit and a threshold circuit havinE an input side , the voltage-limiting 
eireuit being supplied with the operating voltage and having a fourth output operatively connected 
to a s witcfaing path of a the threshotd circuit, the input side of the threstold ciretiit being connected 
to the timer-Qn-an^n pit - side ^t h ere 




Claim 16 (currently amended): The control circuit as recited in claim 10 v^hetein the voltage source 
include?; a vpltage-limiting circuit and a thi-eshold circui t havinjg an input side ^ the voltage-limiting 
cirQUit being supplied with the operating vpKage and having a {burfli oirtput Gperatively connected 
to a switching path of a the threshold circuit, the input side of the tlireshold circuit being connected 
to the tirneiH&H-an^put-side-#m 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The control circuit as recited in claim 11 wherein the voltage source 
includes a voltage-limitiiig circuit and a threshold circuit having an input side , the voltage-limiting 
circuit being supplied with the operating voltage and having a fourth output operatively connected 
to a switehirig path o f a tire threshold circuit, the input side of the threshold circuit being connected 
to the time r oh ml input sida t hei^eef; 



Claim 18 (previously presented): The control circuit as recited in claim 9 further comprking a free- 
wheeling device cormescted in parallel with the switching path of the second electronic switching 
device, 

Claifil l '^ (previous:ly presented): The control drcuit as recited in 10 further comprising a 
free-wheeling device connected in parallel with the switching path of the second electronic 
switching device. 



wheeling devic e connected in parailel with the switching path of the second electronic sv^itehing 



device. 
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Claim 20 (previously presented): The control circuit as recited iriclaini I I further comprising a 
free-wheeling device connected in parallel with the switching path of the second electronic 
switching device. 
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